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The Goſpell appointed for that day taken'out- 
of the {ſecond chapter of Saint Luke the Evan- 
geliſt, beginning at the 4. verſe, and continu- 
ing to the end of the chapter: - 


<1 Now his parents went to Teruſalem -every yeare, 
at the featt of the Paſſeover. _ 
42 And when hee was twelve yeares olde, and they > 
nom 5 4 / LE offer hwvariome of the 
ref. USIOPr 7; rs 
43 CAnd had finiſhed the dayes thereof as they retur- 
ned, the childe leſs remained in Jeruſalem, and 
Ioſeph knew, mer; nor-bis mwather. - 
44 But they j 1het head brene in the compa-- 
| » Went a dayes journey, and ſought him among - | EY 
xhinſefolkes, and acquaintance. | _ <6 
45 And when they found him not;they turned backe- —_ 
t0 Teruſalem and ſought him... Gee 4. 
46 - Andit came topaſſe three dayes after, that they — 
found him inthe Temple, ſitting in the midde#t of © 


the Dottors, both hearing them, and ashing them : 
queFions. . | | ' fr 
4/7- And all that heard him, were aftonied at hu wn- 4 ; 


derflanding, and _— - 
.* 43 So when they ſow im, they were amazed, and bis © : 
Mother [4 anto him, Sount, why haſt thewthus . *_ 2 
deals with ws? Behold thy farher and 1 have ſought © 7? 
70" fx ah | heavie FRA, | nes x : | 'þ We: 
2 49 Then. 
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PREACHED IN. THE 
CourtatGreenwitch, before King 
E 0 vv a RD the {ixth the firſt Sonday 
after the Epiphany: : Anno Dom. 
- | "15S 3, 


=2 Or ſo much as the whole Goſ-. 
A pcll, is more full of matter, 
I and plenteous in myſteries, 

Ks then tliat ir can well be diſcul- 


CL P Sermon, I haue taken for: this 
time to intreate vpon this one” ſentence ſpoken | 
by Chriſt vaco his parents, vetſc 49.Know ye 
#hat I muſt goe about my Fathers buſineſſe * bein ing 
content to omir the reſt, taking onely fo thuch, 
as ſhall ſafhſe r declare the occaſion: 
upon he ſpake theſE words; for the fuller Pere 
Randingofthe ſame, Ye ſhal therfore vndex R_ 
that when gur Saviour wis.cometo' the 5 

| awelue: yeares, g oivifg attendance vpoti His" Y 
2 | --- . rents 


- 
"we M7 


- WOES Yue: | 
: rents to Jeruſalem, at the ſolemne feaſt of Eafter, 
} | whither they yearely did repaire at thattime of. 
| Exod.23.14,15 fincere devotion, and for the obedience of the 
: ; law. After rhat /e/eph and Mary had devoutly, 
aſſed the dayes.of the feaſt, and were returned 
LEE” it came to paſſe (not through blinde'For- 
| tune, but by God his providence, that his glory 
þ amight appcare) that the bleiled ſonne Ieſus tax- 
a ricd behind at /era{alew, and while his paremts, 
' either nor taking good heed of him, or el{c going 
apart in fundry companies, either of them truſt- 
ing he had beene with the other, they went one 
dayes journy before theymiſled him:bur after he 
was found wanting, they ſought him diligently 
amongſt their kinſefolkes and acquaintance, bur 
found him not. Which was vndoubtedly vnto 
them a very crofle of bitter affliction. So doth 
God many timcs cxerciſe-his ele and cholcn 
with adverſity for their triall, and to keepe rhem 
in humility. When they were returned ro. /er- 
ſales, and had long ſought him with ſorrowfull 
hearts, after three dayes they found him in the 
_ Temple. | 
Be » Here then by the way me thinkes the holy. 
| | Ghoſt teacheth vs a ſpirituall doftrine, andthar 
#2 right — So long as wee feeke Chrift in 
| our owne kin{efolke,that is,our owne inventiGns 
|  _ anddeviceg,we finde him not,butto find Chriſt, 
we muſt accqmpanytheſe godly perſons Toſeph 
and <Mayy vhto the Temple of his holy word, 
there,Chriſt is found vnto ſo many as ſceke him 
with ſugfrhumble ſpirits and mecke hearts a” To- 
; | | | eph . 
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ſeph and Mary did. They found him in the Tem- 
ple not idly occupied as many are,- not mum- 
bling things he vaderſtood nor, = mente ſonum, 
a confuſed found wirhout knowledge: Bur they 
found him occupie1 inthe Father of heaven his 
buſineſſe;as all men ſhould be inthe Temple, ei- 
ther in ſpeaking to God by humble and hearty 
prayer-, or hearing God ſpeaking tothemin his 
moſt bleſled word. So was Chriſt occupied a- 
monegſt learned men, &appofing them. Where he 
reacheth vs to be alwayes as glad to learne as to 
teach. It is a probable conjecture thathe opened . 
to them the Scriptutes which ſpake of 'Heſſias: 
a matter then in controverſie. Bur whatſoever 
their matter was, the Evangeliſt ſaith, Hee made 
them all aſtonied at his underſtanding and anſweres, 
verſe 47. Sothe glory of hig Godheadeventhen 
began to ſhine. Where wEmay markethe won- 


red that will nor receiue ir, yet the bright beames 
of the truth ſhining therein maketh them aftomi- 
ed. It caufeth a the godly ro marvaile, as 
Mary and Toſeph, bur their admiration alway en- | 
ded with joy. ; | | 
Yet notwithſtanding his heavenly Majeſtie 
made all men to wonder, his Mother thought ſhe 
had ſome cauſe to expoitulate with lim for the 
great feare he had brought vpon them, caſting 
them into a dungeon of lorrowes, and complai- 
ning,ſaid , Senne, why haſt thou,crc. She ſeemerh 
rocharge him with the firſt precept of the fecond 


derfull power of the GoſpAEEven the hard hear- aa.4.1;, 14, 
16, 


_ table,that hethad not well intreated his parents. 
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But Chrift ſo ſhapeth his anſwer , that he taketlr 
away all her complaint: Teaching vs how the 
precepts of the ſecondyable-may not be vnder-. 
ſtood inany wiſe to be a hinderanceto the firſt. 
Wift ye mot that I muſt go about my Fathers buſineſſc? 
verſe 49. Where our duty and ſervice to God 
commeth in place,all humane ſervice and 9bedi- 
ence, which might be a hinderance thereto, to- 
.whomſocver it be, Father, or Mother, King or 
Keſar, muſt ſtand backe and giue place. Beſides. 
this, he teacheth vs here a moſt neceſſary leflon,, 
for all men to know and. bearer away, which 1s, 
that his whole lite 8&death was nothing clſe bur a 
perfe obedience to the will of. his heavenly Fa- 
ther, 8 that he was alwaies moſt buſily occupicd 
therin: And teacheth vs,that if we look by adop- 
tionto be brethren and coheires with Chriſt of 
his Fathers Kingdome,. we muſt alſo with our 
Maſter and Lord yecld vp our {clues wholly to 
our heavenly Father his will, and alwayes be oc- 
cupied in his buſtneſſe, Exemplum ded; vobis,ohc. 
T haxe given you an example, that ye ſhould doe,even 
as T haue done to 108. Which leſſon being ſo ne- 
ceflary for all Chriſtians to be kept, and the- 
breach thereof cauſe of all iniquity; Ithoughtr i: 
good to paſle over other places of ghoſtly in- 
ſtruction which this Goſpel might miniſtcr, and: 
totarry vponthis one ſentence : Know ye not that |, 

I muſt goe about my Fathers buſineſſe ? Intending 
to ſhew in order how all eſtatcs of men,rthe Cler- 
gle, the Nobilitie, and the Commonaltie, are 
vnder the band of this obligation, oporter, &c.we 


mf; 


S a Ed 


TOP” 


muſt; and ought of necefſitic ro be occupied in 


_ the Father of heaven his buſineſle. Burt firſt of all 


ted, and might haue lived alway in a conformity 


- ropke mans nature vpon. bim:: Which: deſcent, 


- lenge t2 tuffiſe for them, howlſoever their life be 


+beene in all ages) Saint Paul wipeth thein cleane 
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miſtruſting wholly mine owne ſtrength, I craue 
aide of you by your devour prayers, 


Prayer. 
Conatus Rex Chriſte m:0s tu dirige ſemper, 
Et mihi ſit falix te duce principiuns. 


Know Je not that Fd muſt got about my Fathers bu- Luke 2 49. 
eſſe * | 
Afﬀer that our firſt parents: through diſobedi- 

ence and finne had blotted and disfigured. the 

tively Image of God, whercunto they were crea- 


p 
. 
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to the will of God: Man was never able to appl 
himſelfe ta God his Fathers buſinefſe, nor yet fo 
much as ro know what appertained thereto. The | 
naturall man (ſaith Paul) perceiveth not the things of *<*2."% * * 
the ſpirit of God, &c. Till Chriſt the very truc 1- Heb yg, z. &3. 

mage of .God the Father,did come, downe,. and £64 


as he declareth, was to fulfill for vs the will of his Ez 
Father, that /:ke as by d:ſobedience of one man many rom, «10. © 
were made ſinners , So by the obedience of one(Chriſt) Tv 
m4ny might be made righteous. What time as he be- py, x 
came obedient unto dearh,even the death ofthe Croſſe, - 
Which vubedience leſt carnall men ſhould chal- 
DO . 
a continuall rebellion againſt God and his holy 
will, (ſuch as chere be a great number, and haue 


3 away ; | | b: 


Wi eh Fo Ee ies. 7 


Heb. 5.90 


Matith. 6+ 10, 


(6) 
away; ſaying, Chriſt hath become ſalvation (not 
to all) but to all that obey him, Letno man there. 
fore flatter and deceive himſelfe, if we wil chal- 
lenge the name of Chriſt his Diſciples,it we will 
worthily poſſeſſe the glorious name of Chriſti- 
ans we muſt learne this leſſon of our Maſter, to 
be occupicd in our heavenly Fathers butineſle, 
which is to fly.our owne will, (which 1s a wicked 
and wanton will) and wholly to conforme our 
{clues tohis will, on as we are taught, Fat 
voluntas tua,thy will be aone ; which, as. Saint Au- 
guſtine ſaith, The fleſhly man, the ceverous, adulte- 


. r0us, ravenousor deceitfull man can never ſay bat 


with his lippes from the teeth forward, becauſe in his 
heart he preferreth his owne curſed will, ſetting aſide 
the will of God. | 

Now forſomuch as rhe greateſt part of the 
world haue ar this day forſaken their Fathers bu- 
fineſſe, applying their owne, and are altogether 


drowned in finne: For, The whole head tis ſicke, 


and the whole heart is heavie: From the ſole of the 
foote to the head, there is nothing whole therein, rc. 
Andas Saint Paul faith, Al! ſceke their owne, and 
not that which is Ieſus Chriſts: And I am here aſ- 
cended into the high hill of Sion, the higheſt hill 
inall this realme, I muſt needes as it 1s given me 
.in commiſſion, Cry aloud and ſpare not, lift wp thy 


 woice like a trumpet, and (hew my people their tranſ- 


greſſ:ons. 1 muſt cry vnto all cſtatcs as well of 
the Eccleſiaſticall miniſtry, as of the civill go- 


vernance,with the vulgar people. Bur foraſmuch -- 


as examptke of holy Scriptures with experience of 
| 2 Chriſts 


RR 1 


Chriſts Church in all ages hath taught 'vs, that. 
the fall of Prieſts isthe fall of the people,. and 
contrariwile the jntegyity of them is' the preſer- 
vation of the whole flocke : And the Miaiſters, 
as Chrift ſaith, being the light of his myſticall body, Math6.2 2,23; 
if the light be turned into darkeneſſe, there muſt needs h 
follow great darkneſſe in the whole body:l thiak ir fir 
to begin with them who ſecme tr» have broughr 
blindnes into the whole body, making meto for- 

et their heavenly Fathers buſineſle. They which 
ſhould haye kept the candle ſtill burning, thee 
will I chiefly examine in that buſinefle which 
Chriſt ſo caraoitly commirrcd to all Paſtors be- 
fore his aſcention ; when he demaundcd thriſe 
of Pcter,if he loved him,and every time vpon Pe- _ a 
ters confeſhon, enjoyned him ſtraightly ro feed * 
his lambes and ſheepe. W herein wee hane the 
true triall of all Miniſters, who loue Chriſt, who 
apply his buſinefle. Burt to conſider how ir hath 
beene forgotten in the Church many yearcs, it 
might make a Chriſtians heart to þleetle. Hee | 
that wrote the generall Chronicle of ages, when x.faculs wm 
he commerh to the time of /ohn the 8, and Agr. pormn, 
tinrhe ſecond, Biſhops of Rome about 600.yeares: | 
agoe, conferring the goldenages going before 
with the iniquity of that time; - when through 
ambition, avarice and contention, the office of 
ſerting forth Gods word was brought to an vt- 
rer contempt, and trodden vnder foote, intoken 
whereof the Bible was made the Biſhops foot- 
ftoole, he fallerhto a ſodaine exclamarion, and 
complaineth.thus with the lamenrable voice of 

Es, the - - 


gn 


Lamenicr.4.i, the Prophet Teremy, Helas, Helas, O Lord God 
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How is the goldt become ſb dimme ? How rsthe good. 
ly colour of. ſo: ſore changtd? Oh moſt wngacious 


't 1443. 207) all truthes are diminiſhed fromthe ſonnes of men, 
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; DL. v9. 6 time, ({aith he) wherein the holy The ſpnnere er 75 


Faſciculus rem- 1. 


$970071, 


S Bernard, 


E 


there are no godly menleft, the faithfull are worne out 
among the children of men. Inthar time, asit ap- 
pearethboth by this hiſtory and others, ambi- 
tionand greedy avarice had taught Miniſters to 
ſeeke and contend for livings, who might climbe 
the higheſt by vtter contempt of their office, and 
our heavenly Fathers buſinefſe: And fo to make 
Chriſt his flocke a ready prey for the Divel, who goerh 


x Pet.5.8. about like a roaring Lyon ſeeking whoyn hee may de- 


. VoRre. 

. Then the Biſhop of Re abuſing alwayes Pe- 
ters keyes to fill Tudas Satchels, diſpenſed with 
all Prelates (that brought any money) from o0-. 
beying of Chriſts Commiſſion given ro: Peter, 
Feede, Feede, Feede, my per oagat. my Sheepe; and 
ſtretched it ſo largely, that in ſtead of Feeding 
Chriſt his Lambes and Sheepe, he alloweth them . 
to feede Hawkes, Hounds, and Horſes, (T will 


Matth.s 19. Not ſay) Harlots. Then in ſtead of Fiſhers of men, 


madethem to become fiſhers of beneficegand 
fat livings: He brought preaching into ſuch a 
contempt, that it was accompred a great abſur- 
y for a Cardinall ropreach, after he had once 

beſtrid his Moile. | | 
Buit Jervs ſce after, how this evill increaſed. 
S. Bernard in his time about 200 yceres after la- 
mented, that v, hen it ſeemed'that open perſccu- 
| | tion 


Ch 


they are the foremoſt in perfecuting.pf thee, which are 
thouzht to love thechiefeſt. place ar preheminence is 
| the Church. I his complaintwith much more too 


lang tg, be rehearſed, mage Saint Bernard in his 
rime againſt the Pxelares of Boxer, nothing afraid. 
| in the ſame place { for obſcuxing of Chriſt his 'Y 

' Goſpell)ro call them Antichriſts, and tor mur- EP 
therzng of ſally ſoples redeemed with: Chriſt: his =» 
 preciGus blood. hee maketh them.more- cruel! 


| exſccuters of Chriſt, than the 7ewes, which ſhed 


9 6aveiie:wilting, that the-P ape; que- 
- op dammodo, 


\ 


Epheſ.6.12. 


and that he may nor be judged of the Emperour, 


' £4inſt fleſh and blood, 
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Jenmide, afeer a ſort doth participate borkiti 
rures,” the'Godhead arid manhood with ror 
becauſe he's nota-meere man, but as'a God up. 
on earth ; and God (ſaith he) may not be judged 


of man. 'What intollerable blaſphemy is this 2- 
If Thadnorread it my ſelfe, I could ſcarſely be-. 

leeve any ſuch blaſphemy to proceede from him. 
which profellerh Chriſt, Doe you not perceive - 
plainely the hiding and poylſon of the olde ſer-- 
pent, when he tempted our-firſt parents,and pro-- 
miſedthey ſhould become like Gods 7 A vile- 


* 


wretched. creature , wormes meate, ogg | 
his eſtate, muſt become a God upon earth : Such: 
Gods ſhall follow Tupiter, cMars and Yenws, into 
the pit of damnation. Bur ſome will ſay, What 
ſhould we ſpeake ſo much of the Biſhop of Rome, . 
iS he not gone © his power taken taker away 7 If 


Preachers would let him alone,the people would 


ſ{oone forget him. Truly for my parr, if I had 


that gift, ſtrength & calling,]I had rather(though 
] were ſure to ſmart therefore)ſpeake againſt his 
enormities in Reme,than to ſpeake ofthem here : 
And I thinke noman beareth (at leaſt F am ſure 
no man .oughr to beare) any- malice orevill will 


againſt his perſon, in ſpeaking againſt his vice 


and iniquitie. Wee fight net ({aith Saint Panl) 4- 
ut wee fight againi# the Printe 
darkeneſſe, &c. When any wicked man adver- 
arie to God and his word 3flayleth us; we muſt 
take him for no-other, bur as an inſtrument of the 


Divell, and Satan himſclfe tobeourcnemic, and | 
FE ”. -- my 


«d 


, f "WE 


"= on horſeback, we hy oonNCom: wy ene. 
winthe tiorfe, which maybe profitable 
tourSoifthe Divetcautd be caft our of ſick in- 
Rrumentsas he hath in Rove, the men would be- 
comeprofirable members of. Chriſt. But if the 
Divell fir ſo faſt in the ſaddle, that here canmorbe 
turned our, we cannor amend it.” Fer' our ny 
is to pray unto God for them, and to hate ni 
of Gods creatures, burrarher that whiich Satan 
hath depraved. Ss fort? Dems comvertat cords eo: 
rum : If peraiiventure God will rarne thei heares, © 
 Burnotwithftanding their faults ought ro be 
chiefly tolde them in their preſence, yer not 
there onely, buteven here amongſt us alſo, al. 
though it comnenorto their cares, it is fot ; lirdle 
expedient oftentimes to cry and thunder againft 
their errours and vices: Chiefly that fo oft as 
we heare it, we may give God thankes(as we are 
moſt bounden) for our deliverance from thar 
captivity -of Babylon, as Saint Peter himſelfe by :Per.s. 13, 
the minde of ancient writers called it. Examples | 
hereof we have in the Scriptures, the ſong of the | 
1ſ-aelsres after their deliverance on of Zeypr; and Mrs. 2 
afterwards 'when they were deliveted by Debora Tudg,s. 1. 
from the ryranny of Siſcra : andafter the delive- 
| rance from Helefernes, by Indirh. Wee muſt bc Tudith 26,r. 
E: thankefull , 1 for our-unthankef _— 
| _ fofferustofallinto-4 worſe botida; e'than I 


We WCLe it. Buemoſtof all iris ptoficable, 
we may -our eo nila ! + with Ds 
$ofB<dyler, Por-whardit pi 
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I'Sam;15. 9, 


ee ne be - dt 


deliverance out of. Egypt 16. thoſe that did ſtill 
carry Egypt antheir mindes through the deſert. c: 
Whatdid it ayalle the gcliverancs ouz of Baby- 
lon to thoſe thi did þring 54 Fyien heme t0 Jers- 
[olow? I feare me yet in England a Sew: many 
ike fAlcſhly ſraelires,. are: weary 0 
Manna of the Goſpelly and. ſavour af the ficſhly 


Wn in 6 ha 


_ 


a the {wears 


Hemp, deliring to Bc ill under the bondage.of 
Pharas.. x | le” MO EEIILSL 

But moſt of all it is expedient now for my pur- 
poſe to ſpeake of that Sea, from whence, ſo tarre 
as ever I could learne,. thgſe intollerable abuſcs 
have overflowne, and are come among us;which 
as j'ct are you enemies to Chrifts Goſpel. bere 
in England, making his Miniſters to ſet afide his 
buſinefſe. Such abuſes as cannot: yet be. driven 
away,norſent home to. Roxze to their father: F 
meane of diſpen{ations for pluraliues, and rot 
quots ; with difpenſations br Non-refidents , 
which avarice .and: idteneſfe tranſported; higher 
from Roxwe : Bur for that they ſavoar ſweetefos 
a time to carnall men, they have ſo many . pa- 
trogs, they cannat. be driven away, with other 
abuſes. And becauſe they. are accounted +a rand 
by Law, they are uſedas cloakes tor iniquiie, 
Theſe may well, be likened unto thoſe farlings 
which Sax! againft Gods commandement, did 
keege alive, when he vanquiliedithe Amelekizer, 
And truely till thee. bee, ordained ſome: godly 
laxes, to baniſh theſe with-oghex abuſes, -Gods 
wrath is kingled again} us,, rq deſigoy ol ſuch 
a3arg the majaraigers. gt them oo! lung hs ROW 
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belawfull for men fo-haye fo many: livings as- 


they can get, | and diſcharge never a.one,: and ſo 
long a5:mea may: 


themſelves like the DiyellsPorklings, and let a 


thouſand ſoules: periſh: for- lacke 'of ſpiritual 


fodge, Godhis bufinefſe ſhall neven be wall. ap- 


plyed, norhis Gaſpcll have ſucceſſe in-Enzland AT, 
I; is putty that ever it ſhayld be needfull to: with - 


any lawes to be made by man to bring Miniſters 
of Gods y/ordto doe their duty, 
ly expreſſed in Godihis law; {Four hearts were 
not hardened more than Pharaors, our eyes of 


jadgement more blinded with unſenfiblenefle. 


of heavenly ' things than the Sodomites, wee 


ſhould. tremble and'\quake more at one. threar- 
ning of- Gods vengeance againſt negligent Pa-- 
ſtors that feede themſelves, thar ſer aſide their. 


heavenly Fathers buineſſe, whereof the-Scrip- 


ures full inevety place, that wee ſhould feare / 
allthe powets upen carth, which,as Chriſt ſaith, 


og 300 grelivings30lye| where: they + 
Ww t 18. 'idlenefſe; fatre from-cheir :CQre, Farting | 


being ſo plain-- 


-. i . I Yap Y - 
I _—_ ine SBS 


having power-of the body cannot hun the foule, Mat-1o. 


Qh Lord; how dare men: be {a bolde to take on 


themhegame of Chriſt his Minifters,; and ur<: ' 


terly refuſe the worke of their Minitery by lea- 


ving their flocke,. God his word being4o plaine. 


agoinitthews>:; ln hh ni ono nd 30 
| Imnarvcl} nor {0 much ar blind bayerds,which 
never take. Gods baoke in hand, ignorance hath 


blinded them, they know noc the price of mans. 


fouls: | hustrutly Loould never-marycll enough 


Silcarapd: any ys" xcaile-ithe; Scriptures, . 


where - 
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Gcn,4.10 , 
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Gy * 

where their hearts and underſtanding thould be, 

when they reade almoſt in + mt Scrip- 
their 


cure, befidesall ancient writers, theji 
ſentence and judgement., which-a whole' da 

were too little ts bring them in. -O -mercifull 
God, where-betheir eyesto {ee * -their cares ts 
heare 2 Doe they thinke there is a God which 
will be maſter of his word 9 I will lerpafſe how 
they arecalled of the holy Ghoſt by moſt odious 
names., theeves., *robbers., hypocrites, idols, 
wolves, dumbe-dogs, with many ſuch like wor- 
thy their deſerts. I will enely declare, which 
methinkes might ſuffice if there were no moe, 
how the Scripture maketh them moſt cruell 
murtherers, and guilty of bloud. In-the 34 of 


- 


2, Eccleſtatticus it is written, The Bread of the need- 


full ts the life of the poore, hee that defr auderh thens 
thereof is me of bland, If this ſentence be true in 
them that defraude the needy of their corporall 
foode, how much more are they which with- 
hold the foode of theſoule, being the worthier 
part of man, guilty of bloud ? And therefore 
God by his Prophet Ezechzel telleth them, So 
many as periſh by their negligence, their bloud 


ſhall be required at their hands, as men guilty of 


bloud. Now let themconfiderthar if the bloud 
of Mbel,onc man cryed up unto heaven,for ven. 
geance againſt Cam; what an horrible-cry ſhall 
the —_ of wy wn {oules make-before the 
throne of. God, asking vengeance againſt-thar 
wicked Paſtor which Av cruelly harh hunge- 
red them to death, in witholding from them the 


foode 


Iz 


owne'ſharpe 


| INCCCIIEES 


Tv 44G WY Wvy, 1 or > ks 
_ _ P83 i C8 ak8 2 
$ID, V3 ph og EE EO SCI Ns ed S 
5 es » >>> ret; 
ELD or » : raieh 
4 * > 3-04 


v5 25, > _ 


OO ET WY 7-7 
foode of life » The p8tde they lay up yeerely 
brought farre off by Nm, het Rings dr 


Iewels, theirifine apparell, their beds they lye 
in, their meate and drinke,' being the ſpoile of 
the poore, cry all for vengeance :- The ſtones in yabacy2. re, 
the wal, the timber over their heads cry forven- 
SCeance.. | | 
Alas! how farreare they from excuſing them-- 
ſelves with Saint Paul, ſaying ro the Sage, þ of E- ; 
heſus > Itakke you to-record thes day, I'am pure from Ags10.16, 
the bloud of all men, for I have ſpared no labour, but 
have ſhewed all the counſel of God unts you. Bur alas! 
| theſe men may rather. {ay; that they: have kept 
counſell of Gods countell. And where Saint: 
Paul preached: publickly, and by houſes,. theſe 
men keepe fflence, left they ſhould difquiert the 
Divell in his fort, of whom Chriſt ſairh; her Luke 11. 21; 
a ſtrong man armed watcheth his houſe.the things that 
he poſſeſſeth are-in peace, ere. They ſay with the c-. 
vill fervant, My Maſter is long 4 comming, aud 
ſo brates his fellew-ſervants, like cruell murtherers M45 
and tyrants, whoſe judgement ſhall be ſtraighter. 
than any Pharas, Ners,or Domitian that ever reig- 
ned. Bur alas!'it helperh nothing to call or cry 
upon them. They have hardened their hearts a5 ap Zach. 7.12. 
uAdamant ſtone : Lazarus hath layen ſo long buried (1c 1 1ﬀ4G: 
and ſtinking in-worldly lufts and ſexfualties , the : 
Preacher cannot call himout nor yet remove the grave 
ftoxe. What ſhall1 then doe? I muſt call unto 
You moſt noble Prince;and Chriſts Annoinred. 
T amcometrhis day to preaclrto the King, and TheKing be- 
tothoſe which be in nboriry under hin; Tam JE "renee 
VETY wecadded, 


Mat 9.3 6. 


Gal.6,6, 


2 Theſl. 3,10. 


Thren. 4: 4+ Or 


Lamenr.lcr, 


Prov,z1.1 3, 


upon You to expell 


give example, and — others to the hea- 
ring of Gods word: And I amthe more ſorry 


thar other Preachers before me complaine much 


of theirabſcnce. Burt you will ſay, they have 
waighty affaires in hand. Alas, hath God yy 
greater buſineſle than this £ Tt I ſhould cry wir 
the voice of Stextor, I could,I ſhould make them 
heare in thcir chambers: ,But in their ablence, I 
will ſpcake to their ſeatcs,as if they were preſent. 
I will ca'l uno You noble Prince, as Chriſts 
Annoymed.Chriſts littleflockc here in Zxgland, 
whom he hath commited to your charge, which 
wander by many thouſands as ſheepe having no 
Paſtors, they cry all unto You for ſuccour, ro 
ſend them home their ſhepheards,tothe end,that 
for things corporall, they may receive ſpiritual, 
and to let ane Paſtor to have. one onely compe- 
tent living, which he my diſcharge. They call 
drive away the great 
drones, which in idleneſfe devoure other mens 
labour, that after Saint Pauls rule, Hee that will 
not labour be not ſuffered to eate : The little ones have 
«sked bread, &c. Chriſts little ones have hunge- 
xcd and called for the foode of the Golpell a 
long time, and none there -was. togive i them. 
Now they cry unte You, take heede you turne 
not Y our cares fromthem, left thew blood be 
required at your hands 2g, and left God wrnc 


rSam.15- 23: his eares from you. Sem {pal uptoSenl fart 


full words; Becanſe thou hait caft arvey therward of 
the Lord, tbe Lord hath thee fare calt awey thee mw 


| (26) + | 1 
-very ſorry they ſhould hgabſentwhichoughtes 
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being King. Vouaremadeof GodaPaſtor;a Pa: 
| ſtor - of. aſtofs, When David: WAs. annoymed 2 Sat.F. 2. 
| King of 7ſ7aet, God ſaid, Thow ſbals feede my people Phal:78.71, 
. Iſrael, You muſt feede,and that is,to fee thar all 
Paſtors doe their duty. The eye of the Maſter e 
hatha great ſtrength : Your Graceseye to looke 
through Y oor Realme, and ſee that watchmen 
. fleepe not, ſhall bee worth a great number of 
Preachers. They call unto You to. awake-not 
onely negligent Paſtors, þur alſo to take away 
other enormities,which have followed in heapes 
upon. thoſe evills, Pluralities and Non-reſi- 
If I might havetime;, I thinke I ſhould be able -" 
to prove that the great ſ{warme of evills which 
.reigne at this day, have flowed from thoſe foun- 
raines, or rather puddles: But I will onely ſpeake 
of the great nary which by ſpoile and robbe- 
rie dot hide the Goſpel, how they have enſued. 
Firſt of all the diſpenſations of Non-reſidents 
have brought forth farming of benefices to gen- 
tlemen, lay men, wherein they have found ſuch 
| ſweeteneſle and worldly:wealth, that Preachers 
- - cannot have them, they will be perpetuall'far- 
mers. Which hath opened a gap for the Heathen, 
as David ſaith, or elſc for cloaked Chriſtians, 
much worſe than the Heathen, who have centred | 
E into Chriſts inheritance, ſpoiled his holy Tem- ps wie 
| ple, - and robbed his Goſpell. Such ſceme ro 
make compolition with our great enemie Saran: 
The idle and idol Paſtor ſaying, Da nahi divi- 
Teas, cater tolle tibi : Give to me riches, tahevhe reſt 
: C to 


; 
G _ 
D mo 


Gerſcn, 


TX = «As et 
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tothy ſhare': whom Satan anſwereth; S; mihi der 
aximas, tu cape divitias: If thou wilt betray to me the” 
ſoules, take riches for thy part. 

; Another gap hath beene opened, for that the 
learned have not done their duties;no more than . 
the unlearned*': hereby Chrifts vincyard Ifatt 
beene utterly ſpoyled: Patrons ſee that none doe 
their. dutie,they thinke as good to put in Aſles,as. - 
men. The Biſhops-were never ſoliberall in- ma- 
king of.lewde Pricſts, but _ are as liberall in- 
making lewd Vicars. I dare fay, ifſuch amon- 


ſter as Dervel Gatherel the idel of Wales burnt in 


Smithfield, could have beene well conveyed ta: 
come to ſet his hand to a bill-to-let-the Patron. 
take the greateſt part ofthe profits, he might have 

had a Beneftce. There is never any queſtion how 

he can occupic himſelfe in Gods bufineſle.. 7ohx: 
Gerſon a learned man in his time witneſfeth, that 
whoſoever inthat time was admitted to a Bene- 

fice in France, muſt- anſwer totheſe queſtions: . 
Scis ntrumque Teſtimenium : KnoweſP thou the old 
TeHament and the new? And the ignorant was 


- put backe; bur with theſe men it skilleth nor, if 


he never opened the Bible, fo.much the meeter 
for their purpoſe , as- he isnot able to ſpeake a- 
gainſttheir abuſes, bur will ſuffer them to ſſeepe- - 
intheir fine. And will you fee what prepoſte- 
rous judgement they uſe 2 Forall worldly affi- 
ces they ſearch meete and convenient men, one-- - 
ty Chriſtian ſoules ſo dearely bought ate com- 
mitted. without reſpeRt to-men not worthy” to 
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. "Your Grace hath ſent forth tyrveyers.ce mot 

needefull it was, to ſee there ſhould be node- 

ceitinpaimenr of penſions, and other offices a- 
broad: Would to God you would alſo ſendforth 
ſurveyers to ſee howbenefices are beſtowed and 
- uſed; how Chriſt and his Geſpell are robbed 
and diſhonoured, to the . «gr decay of your 
Realme and Commonwealth: You ſhould finde 
a ſmall number ot Patrons, that beſtow rightly 
their livings, ſecking Gods glory, and thar his 
worke and bulineſle may be rightly applyed, 
without Simonie, or ſeeking their owne profit. 
For firſt, it is almoſt mer torelerve the far- 
ming to himſelfe or his friend, and to appoint 
the rent at his owne pleaſure. But worſe than all 
this, a greatnumber never-farme them atall, bur 
Leepethemas their owne lands, and'give fome 
threc halfepenny Pricſt a Cuzars wages, ninc or 


ten pounds. Even as /croboam made Priefts of : Kings. 13.33 


his owne for his hill altars to ſacrifice to his 

calves, that the people hould notgoe up to 7eru- 

ſalem. Theſe Jeroboams will never let the people 
aſccnd to Tersſalemto finde Chriſt in the Tem- 

ple of his word. They began firſt. with Parſo- 

and ſeemed<o have ſome conſcience to- 

wards Vic but now their hearts be ſo har- 

allis fiſh that commeth to the ner. ' Gen- 

tlemen are Parſons and Vicars both,nothingcan 

eſcape them, _Therebe Vicarages about London 

having a thouſand people ſo ſpoiled; whereby it 

may appeare what is. done further off. Your 
Grace may finde alſo Re gemlemen ng 
| C - Tt ' 


” 


their hands livings of forty or fi 
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fry pounds, and - 

giveth one that never commeth there five or ſixe - 
pounds. Some change the ground ofthe bene-. 
fice with their tenants, to the intent, ifitbe cal. - 


led for, the tenant ſhall loſe it, and not they. Is 


not this a godly Patron * It ſhall appeare alſo, 
I could namethe place,where a living of an hun: - 


cro[n4ire and dred markes by yeare, if & fay not pounds, hath | 


Cheſwicke, 


beene ſolde for many yeares, I ſuppoſe an hun- 
dred ſave one, and ſo continueth ſtill. O good + 
Saint Ambroſe, if thou hadſt beehe Biſhop | ny ; 
thou wouldeſt never have ſuffered ſuch Wolves - 
to devoure the flocke. It-may well be called a - 
deyouring , for this living ina godly learned 
Paſtors hand, might have refreſhed five hundred 
ina yeare with ghoſtly foode, andall rhe Coun-_ 
try about with Gods word : which, as I perceive 
intwenty miles compaſle hath ſcarce one man 
to preach, and yct ao place in England more 
needfull. For boyes and girles of fourcreene or - 


_ fifteen yeares olde'cannort ſay the Lords pray-_ 


er. Shall ſuch injurie to Chriſt and his Goſpel 
be ſuffered in a'Chriſtian Realme ? . That one c- 
.normitie cricth for vengeance till it be redrefled. - 
What ſhall I ſpeake « Your noble men reward 
their ſervants with livings -appoi for the 
Goſpel. Certainly E-marvailethat God holdeth 
his hand, that he deftroyeth them not with Nyu- 
4b and Abibu. Let them not abuſe Gods pa- 
tience, -for if they doe ' not ſhortly repent, and 
beftowrhe livings better,, both mafter and man 
fall burne a7 hell flag. 7 I wart , 
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khowerhall the abuſcs' which the Simoniackes, _ 
ambitious and idol Paſtors have brought unto 
Your Realme: By. whoſe evill example rave- - 
nous wolres , painted Chriſtians, hypocrites - 
haveenrred and defiled the' Sanctuary, ſpoyled 
Chriſt and his Goſpel, torhedeſtruction of his : 
 Mlocke. How great enemies a the ro Chriſt, . 
| by keeping away his Colpees all appeare,. if - 
| ye conſtder what grofle ſuperftirioniand blind- 
| nefſe remaineth ſt; L_ the people, onely 
through lacke of faithfull Preachers: 'I paſſe o- - 
| ver much infidelitic, idolatrie, ſorcetie, char- 
ming, witchcrafts, conjuring.truſting in figures, 
with ſuch other trumpery, which lurke in cor- - &þ 
ners,* and began of. late to come abroad onely | = 3h 
forlacke of, preaching. Comero the miniftrari- - : 
on of the Sacraments ſer forth now by common 
authority after the firſt inſtitution; they thinke 
Bapriſme is nor effeQuall ; - becairſe it wantterh | 
mans traditions: They are-not taught how the PH 
Apoſtles baptized. A'greatnumber thinke iris a 15335 
great offence to take he Sacrament of Chriſts - 
dy intheir hands, that have no conſcience to | 
recctve it with blaſphemons mouthes, 'with ma- - 
| Hicious hearrs full 'of all uncleannefſe. Theſe | 
KC * cometo it by threes of cnftome; withour any - 
| ; CH r, and know not the end where- - 
fore itwas inſtituted. They cometothe Church 
to feede thieireyes, and not their ſoules; they a paſt. < 2 
. nottaught;thar no viſiblething3s to be worſhip- w_— 
pe. And forbecaufe they ſee nor inthe Church = 
F208» | | 3 the - 
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thought it)-of painted clothes,  candleſtickes, -1. 
| | mages, altars, lampes, tapers, they ſay, Lge 
| to goc into a Barne z nothing eſtecming «Chriſt 
| which ſpeaketh to thern in his holy.word, -nei- 


- thcr kis holy Sacrament reduced to tneefirſt in» 
ſtitution. To be ſhort, the pegple are now even | 
as the Iewes were at Chriſts comming, altoge-. 
ther occupied in externall holinefle and culture, - | 
without any fecling oftrue holineſſe, or .of the ]. 

| Tos 424+ true worſhip of God in ſpirit and truth, withoue Fi 

# the which all other is meere hypocriſte. Many 
| thouſands know not what this meaneth,, bur 

is ſeeke Chriſt ſtill among their kindred, in pzans 

| ' Inventions,where-they cannever finde him. As 

M#.15,3:9. the ewes preferred mans traditions before Gods , 
pet rarer even ſoitis now: Men thinke 
DENG BT a faſting day, or 
worke upon a Saints day, than to.abſtaine from 
profitable labour, - and rutneit to Bacchus feaſts 

{ | .  excrciling :more .ungodlineſſe that day than all 

E; the weeke, deſpiſing or foone weary of Gods 

word. All this with much more cometh through 

's lacke of preaching, as experience trieth where 

) poly Paſtors be. It cannot much be marvai- 

, If the-ſimple and ignorant people, by ſome | 
wicked heads and firc of hell, be ſome-= 
times ſeduced to rebell againſt their Prince, and - | 
lawfull Magiſtrates, ſeeing -F are never taught — 

to know their obedience and duety totheir K 

and Soveraigne, ſo ſtrairly commanded in God 

law, Bur there hangerh over us a great evill, ®&— | 
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"4235 | 
Your Grace doenot helpe it imtume; The Divell - 
gocth about by theſe Cormorants that devoure' 
theſe livings appointed for the Gofpell, to make 
| a fortreſſe and-bulwarke,to keepe learned Paſtors 
1 fromthe flocke ; that is, fo to decay — 
| thatthere ſhall bee none learned to commit the 
| flocke unto. For by reaſon livings appointed for 
- the Miniſtery, forthe moſt parr,.are cither rob- 
bed of the beſt*parr, or cleane taken away, al- 
]. moſt none hathany zeale or devotion to pur their 
Fd children to ſchoole, but to learne to write, to 

make them-apprentiſes, or elſe to have them 
| Eawyers. Looke upon the two welles of this 
Realme, Oxford and Cambridge, they are almoſt 
dried up. Phe cruell P4{zvnes abroad, enemics'gen.:s, 15. 
. to Chriſts Goſpell, have ſtopped up the ſprings 
of fairhfull ,1braham. The decay of ſtudents is 
ſo great, thereare ſcarſe left of every rhonſand; / 
an hundred. If they decay fo faſt in ſeven yeares 
more, - there ſhall be almoſt none atall, and then 
may the Divel:make a triumph; This matter re- 
quireth ſpeedy redreſſe ; the miſcries of your 
people cry upon You noble Prince, and' Chriſt 
for his flocke cryeth to You his Annoynted,: to 
defend-his lambes from theſe ravenonus: wolves, 
| that robbe and ſpoile his Vineyard: Whoſe ma- 
licious endeavour, if Your Grace doe not ſpee- 
dily reſiſt, there is entring into England more 
| blinde ignorance, ſuperſtition-and infidelitie, 
than eyer was under the Rom/b Biſhop. Your 
Realme (which I am forryto-ſpeake) ſhall be- 
come more barbarous than” Soyriie ; which Jet 
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(Godalmighty lay to Your Graces charge / for 
| ſuffering the 
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word givento You ( forthe main- 


tenance of the Goſpell ) to lye ruſting in the 


. ſheath; beſtirre now Your ſelfe i Your heaven- .- 


ly Fathers buſineſſe: withſtand theſe Cormorants 
by godly lawes, which robbe Chriſts Geſpell, 
Kd an.” it downe. They cate wp Gods people. as it 


. were bread.. Y our Grace ſhall have moretrue re- 


nowne and glorie before God,to defend Chriſts 
Goſpcll againſt them, thanto conquer all Af#ica: 
You ſhall doe God moreſerviceto reſiſt this ty- 
rany of the Divell and his members,than to yan- 


_ the great. Turke. Cut firſt away the occa- 
ſions of all this miſchiefe,diſpenſations: for plu. 


ralities and tot-quots, for Non-reſidents, ſuffer 
no longer the riches of the fartheſt parts of Zng- 
landto be due to. be paid at: Paules font : .Cauſe 
every Paſtor, as his living-will extend;to keepe 


_ - hoſpitality -himſclfe. :Burt many thinke them- 


x Cer:9.13, 


ſelves excuſed, for a yeare or two, becauſe their 


livings are taken away the firſt yeare: which un- 


doubtedly doth not excuſe them for their pre- 
ſence. :I rather begge, or borrow-of m 

friends to helpe me to meate and cloth, than ſut- 
fer the Diyell to have ſuch liberty one yeare. It. 
is no ſmall number of ſoules that. may periſh þ 

one yearcs abſence. Hoſes was from the peop 

but forty dayes, and they. fellto idolatry, How- 
beit, foraſmuch as the Scripture doth allow the 
Miniſter aliving the firſt yeare alſo; . He that ſer- 
veth at the Altar, let hins live of the Altar : and a- 


gaine, The ſhalt not muzzle the Oxe that treaaeth 


ug 
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#4 the Corne+ I doe notdoubt, but afrer. Your 
Grace, with the adyice of Your honourable 
Councell, have conſidered; how much it may 
ſer forth: Gods glory, how many ſoules may be 
delivered from the clawes of the Divell, by ſen- 
ding Paſtors to their livings, the firſt moneth, 
and ſuffering them to have no cloake of abſence, 
Youwill foone reſtore the firſt yeares living , 
which in my conſcience 'was wrongfully taken 
: away. atthe firſt, as Iſuppolſe, by the Biſhop of 
| Rowe. Bur I doubr nor, ifall were well redre(- | 
1 - KH{dtothis, thar this alſo ſhould ſoone be amen- | 
| ded.” Wherefore here I will deſire God, to aflift | 
| 


Pre. 


Your Grace inthe advancement of his Goſpell, 
which like unto 19ſias, you have helped to bring z Kings 33. 8. 
© lighr, where itlay hid. 

. Bur yet, iris not heard of all Your people, -a 
thouſand pulpits in England are coyered with 
duſt, ſome have not had foure Sermons theſe 
Kfticene or ſixreene yeares, finceFriers left their ., - 
limitations, and a few of thoſe were worthy the '1I 
name of Sermons. Now therefore that Your 
glory may be perfeR, all mens expeRation is, 
that whatſoever any © flatterers. or enemics. to - 
Gods word ſhould Kbour to the contrary, for 
| their owne lucre,” Yohr Grate will take awa 
all ſuch lers and abaſes as hinder the ſerting for 
yg _w hal pon to withſtand all 
1uca robbers, asſpoile us SanQuary: trayailing 
toſcend Paſtors kawe to their: flockes, to: feede 
-Chriſts lambes and ſheepe,  thar all may be oc- 
cupicd inthe Father of —_ SE Ng 
2$te? | ES y--0 / 


: . © (a6): 
x Per:5s.4. For this:Yourtrayaile, as Saint Perer ſaith, 1-5 - 
the Prince of all Pajtors ſhall appeare, Tou ſhall re 
ceive as incorruptible Crowne of glory. | 
Andrhus farre concerningthe Eccleſiaſtical 
Miniſtery.. 
The fecont, Butnow to-come to the civill governance, . 
r oanours, Arſt, toall of the Nobility, Magiſtrates and Offi... 
cers, a} theſe muſt atall rimes remember, They - 
The Text, muſt be occupied in their heavenly Fathers buſineſſe, . | 
They have received-all their Nobility, power, 
dominion, authority and.offices of.-God, which Ni 
w are excellent and heroicall gifts, and if rhey be - 
occupied in Gods buſineſſe, it ſhall redound to 
his glory, and the wealth of his mp oh But if - 
they fall from: his buſtneſle, and follow-their - | 
lohn13.3t. OwWne will, or rather the will of Saran, the Prince 
Epnclz. 3. & of darkneſſe, and father of all the children of ' 
= darkeneſſe, ther ſhall all theſe glorious titles . 
turne them to names of-confafion. For falling 
Rom:13.2, unto ungodlineſſe, and framing themſelves to the 
ſhape and faſhion of this world, Nobility is tur- 
ned into vile flaverie and bondage of finne;, pow- 
er and dominionare turned into tyranny, autho. 
rity is b2coms a ſword of miſchiefe in a madde 
mans hand, all majeſty and honour is turned into 
miſerie, ſhame and confuſion: And ever the high- 
er men be, while they ſerve ſinn&, more notable 
is.th2irvice, and more peſtiferous to infet, as a 
canker., by!:evill examples; becauſe- all mens . 
eyes are beat to-bzhold their doings. Every fault 
of th: minde « ſo much me evident, as the party is - 
Iwvend. aore-nuable, who: hath it, For-the worthier the 
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2 perſon 3swhich offendeth, the more: his offence 


is noted of. others. Secing that » vertue. in all 
whom God hath exalted is:the maintainer of 
their dignitic, without the which they fall from 
it; it ſhall be moſt needefull for them to cm- 
brace vertue, and chiefly humility, 'which is the | 
keeper of all vertues, which may put them ever 
in remembrance, from whence power is given 
them, for what end, who is above them, a judge, 
an examiner of all their doings, who cannot be 
deceived. But as dignitte goeth now adaycs, 


climbe-who may climbe moſt higheft, _ 


manexalteth himſclte, and tarrieth not the c 


ling of God; humility is taken for no keeper, ' 
but for an utter enemie to Nobility. As I heard 


of a wicked climber and cxalter of himſelfe, 
'who hearing the ſentence of Chriſt in the -Gol- 


\pel, He that humblerh himſeiſe ſhall be exalted : hee Lukeng.nx, 


moſt blaſphemouſly againſt Gods holy word 
faid, ſure it was not true; for if T,ſaid he, had not 
put forth nor advanced my ſelfe, but followed 
this rule, I had never come to this dignity. For 
which blaſphemie, the vengeance of God ſmote 
him with fodaine death, | 
1 feare me a great number are in Eneland;which 
though in words they denie not-this ſentence of 
Chriſt, yer inwardly they can ſcarce difgett its 
elſe certainly they would never ſecke ſo ambiri- 
oully to advance themfelves, to:climbe'by their 
owne mightuncalled,never ſecking the publicke 
weale, but rather. thedeſtruion thereof, for 
their private wealth OY whick cauſcrh us 
OO wh | 2 _ [0 
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Tohn 10. I. 


Fa: I,13+ 


Prov. 29,2. 
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(49 | 
zo have ſo. many. evill, Magiſtrates, For Ul'the 
while that men gather goous wyuſtly by polling, 
pilling , uſurie, extortion, ahd 'Simonie, and 
therewith ſecke to climbe with bribes and buy-. 
ing of offices, itis ſcarce poſlible of fuch to have 
wholeſome Magiſtrates. Saint Bernard faid, of 
a bitter roote commeth bitter fruite. They enter inar 


' the window, (which is uted as well 1n civill go» 


vernment as Ecclefiafticalh) and therefore may 
Chriſts words-well be verified, Heethat entreth 
not in as the daore into the (heepefold, but climberh up- 
ſome other way, the ſame is atheefe and a robber, And 
Eſaias Complaint againſt. Teraſalers taketh place 
among us ; Thy Princes are wicked and companions 
of theeves, they love gifts altogether, and gape for re. 
wards : as for the fatherleſſe thty helpe not him in his 
right, neither will they let the widdowes cauſe come 
before them, They will not know their- office. to+ 


| be ordained of God, for the wealrhand defence 


of at innocents, for the aide of all that be in mi- 
ſcrie. The timeis come that Salomon ſpcakethy 
of, When the wicked man beares rule, the ous ſhall 
monrat. : When had cver the people tluch cauſe 
ro mournc as now,, when rhe greateſt number of 
all Magiſtrates are occupied in their owne buſi- 
neſfe, fecking rather the.miſerie of the people, 
than to take ir away ; rather to oppreſle them, 
than to defend them; their hands be ready to 
reccive their monic,. to robbe and ſpoilethem , 
bur their cares are:ſhur from hearing their com- 
plaints, they are blinde tobeholde rheir calami- 
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Looke in all Countries how Lady Avarice:- 


hath ſet on workeltogether mighty men, gen- 


tlemen and all rich men to robbe-and ſpoile the. 
poore,. ro-turne"them from their livings, and- 


from their right, and ever the weakeſt goe to the 

walts.. And bei c 

their right at home,they come to London a great 

 Diiber,asto a place where juſtice ſhould holes 
and there they can have none. They are ſuters 


ing thus tormented and pur from - 


tro great men, and cannor come totheir ſpeech, . 
their ſervants muſt have bribes,and that no ſmall - 
_ ones: <All love bribes. But ſuch as be ſo dange- Efay r.1;. 


rous toheare the poore, let them take heede leſt 
God make it as ſtrange to them when they ſhall 
call-: for as Salowmen Sith, Who ſo floppeth his eare 
at the crying of the poore, he ſhall cry and not be heard. 
We finde that poorc men might come to com- 
Plaine of their wrongs to the: Kings owne 


Proy.zT. 13. 


1 Kings 3. 16. 


r- 
fon: King lorams, although hee was -one ofthe 2 Kings 8, 3. 


fonnes of _{hab, no good King,yet he heard the 
poore widowes cauſe, and cauſed her to have 
right: ſuch was the uſe then. I. would to: God 
that all Noblemen would —_— that 
chapter, and follow the example: Ir ſhould nor 
then be ſo hard for the pooreto have accefle to 
them , nor comming_.to their preſence, . they 


ſhould norbe made ſo aſtonied andeven fpeech- 
lefſe withterrible lookes, bur ſhould m 


and lovingly be heard and ſuccoured gladly for 
Chriſts loye,conſidering we are the membersof 
his body, even as my hand would be glad to 

what 


helpe ay foote,, when it 
þ? EO 


»Toel 144- 


+ Matth.27,16, 


(z0) £ : 

. whatglad hearts and cleare conſciences'might 
Noblemen goeto reſt, whenthey had beſtowed 
the whole day in hearing Chriſt himſelfe com- 
plaine in his members,and redrefiing hiswrongs! 
But alas! for lacke-hereof, poore people are dri- 
vento ſecke their right among me Lawyers: And 
there as the Prophet Joel ſaith, Looke what the- 


 Catcrpillers had left in their robbery and op- 


preſſion at- home, all thardoth the: greedy Lo- 
cuſts, the Lawyers, devoure at London - They 
laugh with the money which: maketh others to 


- weepe, and thus arethe _ robbed on every 
' ſide without redrefle, an 


that- of ſuch as ſeeme 
to have authority thereto. 

"When Chriſt ſuffered his paſſion, there was 
one Barrabas, Saint Matthew calleth him a no- 


table thecfe, a gentleman-theefe, ſuch as. robbe 


now adayes in velvet coates; and other two ob- 


. cure theeves, and nothing famous, the ruſticall 


theeves were hanged, and Barrabas was delive. 
red: Even ſo now adayes the little theeves are 
hanged that ſteale of neceſſitie, but the great Bay- 
_ have free liberty to robbe and to ſpoile 
without all meaſure in the middeſt of the Cutie, 
The poore Pirate ſaid to Alexander, We robbe 
bura few.in a ſhippe, but thou. robbcſt whole 
Countries .and Kingdomes.. Alas filly poore 
members of Chriſt! how you be ſhorne,oppreſ- 
{cd, pulled, haled toand fro onevery fide, who 
cannot bur lament, if his heart be nor of flint 2 
There be a great number every terme, and many 


continually, which lamentably mp_ 
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Iacke of juſtice, but all in vaine. They ſpend ' 
that which they had lefr, and many times more; 
| whoſe ill ſucceſſe here cauſeth thouſands to tar- 
ry at home beggars, and loſe their right; and ſo it 
| were better; than here to ſell their coates : for 
this we ſce, .be. the poore mans cauſe never ſo 
manifeſt a truth, the rich ſhall .for money finde 
| - ſixe or ſeyen.Counſellers ſhall ſtand with ſubtle- 
ties and ſophiſmes tocloake an evill matter, and 
hide a knowae truth. - A piteous caſe in a Chri- - 
ſtian Commonwealth. Alas that ever maniteſt 
falſhood ſhould be maintained, where the God 
of. truth oughtto be honoured ! But let them. a-. 
lone, they are occupied in their fathers buſi- _ 
neſſe, even the Prince of darkneſſe : Toz are of loha8.44.7 - 
your Father the Divel.. .. 
. 'YetI cannotſo leavethem, T muſt 'needes cry - 
on Gods behalfe, to his Patrons of juſtice, to 
You moſt redoubred Prince, whom God hath . 
made his Miniſter for- their defence; with all 22134 © 
- thoſe whom God hath placed in authority un- "] 
der You. Looke upon their miferie, for this is JP 
our heavenly. Fathers: buſinefle. to You appoin- 
ted by his holy word. When I come among rhe 
<opte, Icall upon them,-as my duty is, for fer- 
vice, duty and obedience unto their Prince, to - 
all Magiſtrates, to their Lords, and to all that be 
put in authority .overthem, [letriem heare cheir 
owne faults. But this hacemy duty is; and 
my conſcience upon Gods word bindeth mee , 
ſceing them ſo miſerably, ſo wrongfully, ſo cru- 
Elly iaucaed oa cver fide, in Gods behalfe oo - 
bo ei aA _ pleade 


. « a z 
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Pſal.82.1, 


but ſay, Their land i their ewne, and fires alnge 
| 8, 


#1 = -- 


ut by Gods word, as an interceflour. For as _ 
they are debters unto Y ou and other Magiſtrates 
of own feare, ſervice and obedience under God, 
ſo are You againe debters unto them of love, 
proteQtion, of juſtice and equity, mercy and pit- 
ty. If You deny them theſe, they muſt ſuffer, bur 


.God:ſhall revenge them. He ftanderh (faith Da. 
vid) inthe congregation of $96, and as a Tudge 4. 
--wong gods, Take heede 


you that be-counted 
as gods, Gods Miniſters upon earth, you have 
one God Iudge over you, who as he inthe ſame 
Pſalme ſharply rebuketh ungodly Rulers for ac- 


.cepting of perſons of the ungodly ; ſo he telleth 


faithfull Chriſtian Magiſtrates, their true duties 
and buſineſſe in plaine words, Defend. the poore 
and needy, ſee that ſuch as be in neceſiitie have right, 
deliver the outcaſt and poore, ſave rhem from the 
hands of the ungodly, Here have all Noblemen 
and Chriſtian Magiſtrates moſt lively ſer forth 
to them their heavenly Fathers buſineſſe, where- 
in hee would have them continually occupicd: 
would to God the whole Palme were graven in 
their hearts. ATED 
Truely for lacke that this buſineſſe is not aps 
plicd, but the poore deſpiſed inall places, it hath 
yu ſuch boldneſſe to covetous cormorants a- 
road, that now their robberies, extortion and 


open oppreſhon, hath no end nor limits,fho banks 
can keepe in their violence. As forturning poore 


menout of their holdes,they take for no oftc 
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{43} A be 
*: ther, that-the earth is the Lords, and the fulneſſe Play r, 
thereof, They rurne them our of their ſhrouds as + 
- mice, Fhouſands in England through fuch,begge 
now.from doore to doore, which have kept ho- 
neſt houſes. Theſe cry daily ro God for venge- _ 
.ance, . both againſt the great Nimrods workers G29 59. 
- thereof, and their maintainers. Therebe ſo ma- 
ty miglity N/mrods in E=eland, mighty hunters, 
that hune for poſlefſions and Lordſhips:, that 
'-Poore men are daily hurited our of their livings; 
there 1s no covert nor denne can keepe them ſafe. 
"Theſe N:imwrods haveſuch quick ſmelling hounds, 
-they can lye at London, and turne men out of 
their farmes and tenements, an humdred, ſome 
' wo hundred miles off.O Lord, whenwicked 4- 
+46onted after Nabeths vineyard, he could not 
(though he were a King) obraine that prey, till 
curſed Zefabel, (as women oft rimes have ſhrewd 
-wits)till ſhe rooke the matter inhand : So hard a 
thing it was thento wring a man from his fathers 
inheritance, which now a meane man will rake 
in hand. Andnow our valiant Nrzmrods can com- 
ar the matter without rhe helpe of 7eſabel: Yer 
hath Englazdeyen now as great a number of 7e- 
* ſabels, which to maintaine their ihtollerable 
pride, their golden heads, will nec ſticke ro put 
to their wicked hands; - E405 | 
O Lord what a number -of ſuch-oppreſſours 
worle then © ſhabare in England, which ſell the Amos 2,'s, 
poore for a paire of ſhoves! of whom if God ſhould 


r'Kings2 1, -vF, * 


Y 


{crve but three or fourc as he did Ahab, ro make 1 Kings 33.33: 


the dogs lap the blood of them;their wives,and 
| E poſter ity, 


 Efay 5.8. 


Mnſcube, 


; | Pfal:g2.2, 


Mat,15,8, 
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(34) 
ſterity, I thinke it would cauſe a great nam>- 
= to beware of extortion, to beware of oppreſ*- 
fion ; and yet eſcaping temporall puniſhments, 
they are certaine by Gods word, their-blood is. 
reſerved for hell-hounds, Cerbers and his: com- 
pany; which they nothing feare. A pittifnll caſe 


and great blindnefſe, that hearing Gods word, 


man ſhould fteaxe more temporall puniſhment, . 
thaneverlaſting, 

Yethath E»zland had of late ſome terrible ex- 
amples of Gods wrath in ſodaine and-ſtrange. 
deathes of ſuch as joyne field to field, and houſe 
to houſe: Great pitry they were not chronicled. 
to the terrour of others which feare neither God 
nor man; ſo hardened in finne,. that they fecke - 
not.to hide ir, but rather are ſuch as glory intheir. 
miſchicfe: which maketh me oftentimes to re-- 
member a writer in our time,  cHuſculus upon : 
Saint Matthewes Goſpell,. which mceveicn | 
muchar the ſubtle and manifold working of Sa- 
tan, how he after the expclling of ſuperſtition 8& 
hypocriſie, travelleth moſt buſily to bring in o- 
pen imptety.: That whereas before, hypocrites, 
men feared men, and not-God,nowa -greatnum- 
ber feare fheither God nor man: The moſt wick- 


_edare counted moſt manlike; and-.innocencie is 


holden for beaſtlineſſe.. Yet may we nor ſay hy- 
pocrifie isexpelled, for asmany of theſe _Lhabs 
as ſignitie they favour Gods word by reading 


or hearing it, or with prayer, Honouring him (as 
tippes 


Chriſt ſaith) with their , their hearts bet 
farre from him, they are as deteſtable hypocti 
| : | as 
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(35) 
cannot liken them better than to the Tewes, that 


ſaydto Chriſt, Haile King of the Terwes. What their Mat.17; 19. 


painted friendſhip is, and how of Chriſt it is 
cſteemed,. Saint Huguiine (ctteth forth by an 
apt ſimilitude: Every as (faith hee) 4 man ſhould 
come to embrace thee, to kiſſe and honour thee upward, 
1d beneath with a paire of (hooes beaten full of nailes, 
ircad upon thy bare foote, the head ſhall deſpiſe the 
honour doneuntoit, and for the feote that ſmarteth, 
ſay, Why treadeſt-thou upon me? So when fained Goſ- 
pellers honour Chriſt our head, ſitting in heaven, and 
oppreſſe his members in earth, the head ſhall ſpeake for 
the feete that ſmart ,and ſay,Why tyrade(t theu on me? 
Paxl had a-zeale towards God, but he did tread 
upon Chriſts feete-on earth, for whom the head 


An; 1ſt ;ne. 


Cried forth of heaven, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteZt ads g. 4. 


thow mee f. Although Chriſt fitteth at the right 
 handofhis Father, yet lyeth hein carth, he hun- 
gercth incarth, hee: ſuffereth all calamitics here 
on earth, he is many times cvill intreated here 
on earth. | 

Would.to God wee could beare away this 
briefe and ſhort leſſon, that what we doeto his 
members upon carth wee doe'to him; it would 
bring men from oppreſſion, to ſhew mercy,with- 
out which no man can obraine mercy. If they 
would rememberhow the On was dam- 
ned in hell, not as wee reade, for any violence, 
bur for not ſhewing mercie ; they might ſoone 
gather how ſharpe judgement remaineth for 
the, which are not only unmercifulLbur alſo vio- 
8 Ws _-— m_ 
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Mat.3 5,40: 


Jam 3,13. 
Luke x6, 33s 


| (3639 | 
tently adde thereunto, oppreſſion; who are ſo- 


. farre from metcy a great number. Their hcarts- 


will ſerve them to.deſtroy whole townes, _ 
would wiſhall the people deſtroyedto have all 
the field broughtto a ſheepe paſture. O crucll 
mercis-! :Itis like to the mercy: of a Biſhop of 
Magunce in Germany, named Hatro, which as the 
Chronicles mention, 09 yearcs agoc in time of 
a great dearth, calledall the poorc people in all 
the whole. Country. into a great barne, pretcn- - 
ding to make a great dole; but having them {ure - 
enough, hee fired the barne,. and burnt them al. 
up, ſaying, Thefebe the Mice which deveure up the 
Corne. Fhis was a pollicy ro make bread bctter 
cheap2; But for this unmercifull mercie, God 
made him an example forall unmercifull mcnta 
the worlds end: For.a mutitude of Rattes came | 
and devoured him in ſuch terrible ſort, . that 
where his name was written in windowes,walls, 
or hangings, they never ccaſedtill it were raſed 
our.. | 

Some peradventure ſhrinke to heare ſuch cru- 
elty , and the terrible vengeance thar enſued: }. 
Bur doubtlelle there is almoſt daily as great cru- 
eltie practiſed amongſt us, by ſuch bloud-ſuck- 
ers, as being infected with the great dropſic of 
avarice, alway drinking and ever athirſt,. by fa- 
miſhing poore people, drinking up+ their. bloud, 
and with long continuance thereinrorment them 
mbre grievouſly, than he that burar them all in 


_ one houre. Now ſeeing, as I ſaid, this crucltic, . 


robbcrie, and extortion groweth. daily to ſuch 


- | intollerable: 
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intollerable exceſſe,8& overfloweth this Realme, - 
becauſe it is not puniſhed nor reſtrained;it is high _ * 

time for: all thoſe Magiſtrates that feare God.,. 

not onely toabſtaine from this evill themſelves, 

butto rcfilt it alſo. It is God his buſinefſe, hee 
hath-commandedit, and will ſtraitly require it. 

Would to God -all Noblemen would beware by - 

the example of Szul; he had a commandement to - 

apply Gods buſineſſe ; Goe and ſmite AHmalecke, rSamrs. 1.: 
and have no compaſſ'on on them,c+c. He left his bu- - 
fineſſe undone, ſpared A maleck, and the faireſt 
of the beaſts; but for this negligence he received-: 
of Samnela (orrowfull meſſage from Gad: Be-. 
cauſe thou haſt caft away the word of the Lord, he hath 
catt thee off alſo from being King. Even ſoin eve- - 
ry Chriſtian Commonwealth, God hath com- 
manded Rulers to deſtroy Fmalecke, all extor- 
tion, oppreſſion and robbery, todefend the nee- 
dy and all innocents. If they. looke not to_this-- 
bulſineſſe, bur ſuffer 1\-alecke to live,.notonely 
to live, .butto grow in might, ſortruly as God li-. 
veth hee ſhall caſt them off, they ſhall not be his - 
Magiſtrates. SDN 

But ler it once be knowne that not onely our - 3 

moſt noble King , ( whoſe godly example is a =_ 
Lanterne to all other)bur that alſo all his Nobles - Py 
about him,. haye wholly bent themſelves in his - 
buſineſſe, ro withſtand all violence, and to op- 
preſſe all oppreiion,for defence of Gods people, . 
that the wicked Ahabs might know, that God | 
lad in Englanda great number of Paſtors, Pa- 
trons, feeders and cheriſhers' of his-people : it 

oy mY _ | ſhould - 


ſhould doe that which the feare of God cannot | 


(48) 


doe, thatis, ſtoppe the great rage -of violence, 


oppreſſion and extortion, which taken away, 


would plueke from many their vanity in ſuper- 
fluous and monſtrous apparell , in ſumptuous 
building, ſuch as ſceke robring Paradiſe into 
earth, being the greateſt cauſes of all oppreſſion 
and ſpoiling of poore people; which moſt vaine 
vanities and blinde affeftions never 'reigned ſo 
much-inall eſtates in Eze/and, as atthis 


Ay. 
Charkr the fifth Tt was a notable ſaying of Charles the: ahh, Em- 


eo the Dukeof 


Venice. 


perour of that name, to the Duke of Yexice,when 
he had ſeene his Princely Pallace, a Paradiſe up- 
on earth: When the Duke looked that he ſhould 
have-praiſed it exceedingly, Charles gave it none 
other commendation bur this : Hec ſunt que fa- 
ciunt invitos mori : Theſe earthly vanities aid he) 
are they which make us loth to die. A truer ſentence 
could not well be ſpekerf by arty man. IT would 
wiſh we ſhould looke onall our buildings: when 
the beautic thereof ſo increaſcth, 'that it would 
grieve us to-departfrom'it, and toplucke downe 
thatpeece againe, and toremember withall the 
holy Patriarkes,and with Saint Pax! ſay, that we 
have not here a.continuing Citty, but wee ſecke 
one to. come. 
Bur truely methinkes now in Zxgland for our 
vaine delight in curious buildings , God hath . 
us as hee did the builders of Babel, not 
with the confuſion of tongues, but with the con- 
fuſion of wits; our fancies can never be pleaſed, 
 Plucke downeand {et up, and whenit —_ 
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teth us not, downe with it againe. Our mindes 
are never contented,nor never ſhall be while we 
{ceke felicity-where it isnor. Would Godeve 
one would conſider what a hell it ſhould be to all: 
that vainely delight herein, . when death ſhall 
with. great violence plucke them. from: their 
earthly heaven. Moreover, extortion taken a-- 
away, ſhall ſtraight abate. the unmeaſurable ex- 
ceſle in-coftly-fare;,. which-goeth beyond the 
vaine banquetting of Sardanapalus, or Vitellius, 1 
darenot adde Cleoparrs; which ſupped up with a 
{poonefull of vineger a pearle ualued at 50000 
crownes. It would alſo Sai the intollerable ex- 
cefle inapparell, which cauſeth us to have rob-- 
bers-in- velvet coates; with S. Martins chaines. 
But I muſt:for lacke of time paſſe over theſe e- 
normities, which alone give matter enough for 
whole Sermons: I leave them for others which: 


| ſhall follow, more ableto paint our. ſuch mon- 


ſters in their colours. | 

And herein concluſion I deſire all Noblemen' 
and godly Magiſtrates, deepely.to ponder-and 
revolve intheirgodly memory, what acceptable 
ſervice they.may doe, chiefly to God, and ſe- 
condly to the Kings Majeſty ,. and his whole 
Realme, in employing their-whole ſtudy,howto - 
refiſt all ſuch as ſpoile Chriſts people,whs he ſo. 
tenderly loved, that he ſhed his bloud for them. - 
Vertue joyned with: Nobility. ſpreadeth her 
beames over awhole Realme. . And {o Y our di- 
ligence in Gods bufineſſe ſhall ſoone inflame all 
other to follow your example, thatall may oc- 
E . © CHDae- 
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-cupie themſclves in Godthe Fathers bufinelſe. 


Thethird par, | But nowtharT [fave hitherro charged rhe Ec- 
of the Com- . cleſiaſticall Miniſters, and after,. the civill Go- 


mons. 


Efay 24.2. 
Oſca 4:9» | 


Amos 8,11, 


Iob, 34-30» 


.vernouts , andall rich and mighty: men, with 
[negligence in God his bufinefſe;methinkes I doe 
heare the interiour members rejoyce and flatrer 
themſelves, as ifall were taken from them, .and 
they left clear in-Gods fight:But ifthey conſider 
their eſtate by Gods word, they ſhall finde ſmall 
cauſe to advance themſelves. For Gods woud 
plainly telleth us, both that evill and dumbe.Pa- 
ſtors, and wicked Rulers and Mugiſtrates, are 
ſent of God, as a plague and puniſhment for the 
Finnes of the people. And therefore both .E/* 


_ and Ofeaaftcr moſt terrible threatnings. of G 


-vengeance for 1in, bring it in as a moſt-grievous 
plague of all, that even the Prieſts, which ſhould 
call them from ſinne, ſhall become ſo evill as the 
people. Which plague Saint Ber»ard (aid in his 


time was come with a vantage, for becauſe the 


Prieſts were much worſe than the people. And 
Amos, 3S a moſt grievous puniſhment of all o- 
ther, threatneth hunger,. not of bread,. bur of 
hearing Gods word. And concerning the civill 
Magiſtrates, it is plaine in 7ob, that for the finnes 
of the people God raiſeth hypocrites to reigne 


-over them, that is to ſay, ſuch as have'the bare 


names of governours afid prote&ours, and arc 

in dceede deftroyers, oppreſſours of the people, 

ſubverters of law and equine. 9. _ 
And ſeeing iris ſo, ſo many as feele thegriefe 


and ſmart of this plague, - ought not ro murmuze 
_—- againſe 


and ſhydic 
asthey.doe;: to: Ro 2 
b Wc they I: Rodents Hhn-a/wohec dif ae D4e>- Sk ra 
| Seay is anger by evliplying mein his Eels ng 

Ex ith.envic, malice,.deceit;. backbiing, 


O9Ty: 
That God. may take 


| of his word; he ſhall for their puniſhment, fo: « 


| Jul ludgex lultiees, ax Officers; that;as iz was 
poken by a leſter inthe Emperor C [166 TITNC., Ppiſen. 
| The Images of goed. Magiſtrates: may al be 


1 graven in ome ri —E 
| grealy to be diſpleated. Ss. 


"2: God hath cau{ 
| all cſtares, when. every man ſhould lvokeupon. - 
| their owae fanlrs ro ſecke amendment, and asir ifs; + 


ife, but gvvery man ſeeketh 10 amend other ; apd' 
Ea while nothing.is amended - Mighty mer 


and Gentlemen,they fay, the Commonal ve - 
« wap og drcomk ery day to tobe hem: = 
2 : 
1lemen, and know-not themſelvasz their harnes 

| + be cutſhorter, by raiſing their rents,and by 

ke bp plucking away their i paſlures; and ſo by 
|  pretences Lady Avarice can whif= 
printer EATS» The mane mea, they: i mar- 

ll SH many genticm: - Et, 
ſo linle gentlencile.. And by their, naturall-Lo- 8 
" Sickr youll. ROE then vt: ove hls: 1-2. 
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and gontlenefle ſhould be baniſhed ſo-farre afun- 


der: And they layallthe miſeric of :this-Com- - 


monwealth'upon the gentlemen-their ſhaulders. - 
But alas! good Chriſtians, this is n way .of* 


way of 
amendment. Ss invicem mordetis & comedits:” If 


ye bite and drivoure one another, as-SainvPaul faich,:_ - 


rake ye heed: leſt ye be conſumed one of another. .- 
Hiſtories make mention of a people called 4n- . 
thropophagi, caters of men, which all mens hearts 
abhorre to-HMeare of: And yet alas by Saiut Pauls 
rule, Eneland is full-of ſuch-cMHan-eaters : - E- 
very man envieth another, every man biteth and- 
gnaweth upon another with venemous - adders . 
tongues, farre more noy{ſome than any teeth, . 
And whereof commeth it-7 Covetouſneſle is the 
roote of all ; every man ſcratcheth and pilleth- 
from other , every man would-ſucke the-bloud © 
of other: every manencroachethuponanorher.. 
Covetoulſneſle hath cur away the large wings of * 
Charity,and pluckethall to her ſelfe,ſhe is never 
farisfied, thee hath eheſted all the olde golde in 
Exeland, and muchofthe new; ſhee hath madc 
that there was never more idolatry in England, 
than at this day: Bur the Idols are hid;they come 
not abroad.” Alas noble Prince! : the Iniages-of 


Your anceſtours graven inpolde, .and Yours al- 


ſo, contrary to-Your minde, are era, ed as 
gods;. and all thatwhile the poore lively Images . 
of Chriſt, periſh inthe ſtreets,  through- hunger 
and colde. This commeth when Covetouſneſle - 
hath baniſhed from amongſt us ChriſtianChari-. 
|  _ U,. 
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| And heretnwe kw cud fervedwerk thahany 
.carnall ſorines :- which bethey never ſounkinde, 
yer alway they remember the laſt words of their | 
| earthly parents, apo ae pow Aa yn wee arc - 
| much worfe«rhan | 
when:we- conſider how wonderfully natuge peer 
framed themto concord and unity, to preſerve 
as helpe one another: of their owne: kinde x 'it | 
ay make us ucterly to.be'aſhamed. The Hartes, Angeline 
_ as Saint Augo#ize writeth, ſwimming over a nar- 
ow Sea, in: a- war ny. re with much 
-painecantbeate'up their heads jn the. water: for 
the remedy whereof, every onclayerh his hea 
-upon'the hinder part of wic ron ko airy the fore- 
| moſt (having ns6 ſtay) is ſore weary, hee com- 
| _- meth behindc;//andthusevery. one inhis/ coutſe 
 taketh'paine for rhe whole herde. 'Ifmen indued 
with reaſon would learne of theſe unreaſonable 
creatures, this _—_ to w——_ anorher; as we 
are-commanded by Saint? Brare Jee G18 
ene anthers berthes, and fo ns ſhake foie No thaw Ns: - 
.of Chriſt : how ſoonet uld-Charity, the © Philips + 
band © perfocieh, which-ſcekethnocher owne, 
1 bur rather to profitothers,, beſo fpread/ami 
all degrees; thar- our "Commonwealth ſhoul 
flouriſh-inall-godlineſſer Bur alas! we ſee thar 
all goeth-contrary.Forwhiles allmen, as S. Paul 
ah ; ſeake we things that be their owne and netocher Phila, | 


F 2 , mens, 


- 


modity, bath banifixd and love tothe | 


cc 44 < 
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Commonwealth. F 


-. And i we ould feekethe cauſe andgrount”- 


of all theſe evills, why God his bufineffe is fo 


negleRed among all ctxtes and degrees,I thinke 
' it would appeare to be ignorafice of his will: For | 


if Mary and Toſeph ſo.godly and devout acon- 
ple, underſtood not for a time Chriſts laying, 
W:ft ye net that Truſt goe about my Fathers buſine([e? 
as. Saint Zeke ſaith,” They wander fiood wot that fay- 
wg: What marvell is41, if we hving {o cargally 
and drowned in worldly pleaſures, and framed 


tothe ſhape of this world, be ignorant in our 


teavenly Fathcrs buſineſſes 2 and therefore can- 


' noe well apply them.: Bur ſhall werhinkethis to 

-. be very ſtrange? Many apply not God his buſt- 
 neſſe nar his will, which yer would diſdaine to 

- - becounted ignoranttherein. Bux undoubtedly, 


good Chriſtians, it isan infallkble verity, that 
negligence in performing God his will , com- 
meth of ignorance. Iris all one to know God 
and his will, and Saint 7obx fait plainely, He that 
loveth nat, knoweth uot God. For it hee doe know 
Gad,letcannor bur love humgand Jove is alwayes 
occupied in Gods buftnefſe. - By this rule ' Saint 


* Aaguſtine proveth, wee cannor-keepe perfectly 
the frlt pr - 


ecept; to love God ſq well as wee 


 otght rodoc, while wee are ifrthis. morrall life : 


_ ' __  Farall qurlove commeth of knowledge, bur in 
_ IC9,13-9. this life, Ex parte cogwaſcinuws, Our knowledge 1 im- 


- 


perfect. 


_ 
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- Andchus Saint Augaftines rule grounded: 
uypan Saint obwis true, Thar ſo farre as we know. 
' God, ſofarre wedoe lovehim,; and fothey that _ © 
lare-ibigcthing rel they know him nothing . 7 
arall :: Alrhough they fceme ro bave never ſo. - 
much windy kaowledge, puffing up their. ſto- 
racks wirh-prefumprion, -as the Apoſtle faith, 
Scientiainflat,” Knowledge waketh 4ms [yell : So "Corb a 
tharifaman have. ftudicd the Scripture all his - 
- lifelong, and lcarned the whole Bible by heart, 
and yet have no love, hee is ignorant pf God his ; cons. , 


> 


will. The-poore man tharnever opened-booke, | 
if the love of God be ſhed abroad in his heart by 355: 
the. holy Ghoft, hee overcoameth himz; in the 
knowledge of Gods will.. 'Fhe godly Parriae:of 
whom wee reade in'the Eccleſtifticall hyſtbry; Pave. 

when he was firſt raught the firſt verſe of the 39. 
Pſalme, 7 have faid;1 will take heed tomy wayes that Phl:39.1- 

- Foffend not in wy 10ngue; He refuſcd a long tune to. 
take out anew lefſon, judging his firit leſfanto be 
unlearned.rill he could perfectly ; rea. ata, 
holyiconveriation.So ought we alwayesto make _ 
our accoumtohaye learncd 'Gods. word; when mow Ky ver 
we have earned charity-and obedience. Bur this leamgd, ©", 
knowledge, thoughirlacke in many learned, yet — 
ordinarily it cometh-alwayes by hearing Gods 

word: ''Rezs; 10: Fab robe aring; aud hes. 


ring ofthe ward of Ged.;. Wherefore, as [ſaid. their nnd. 


eaſe 1550 be lamened,which wo! 
\ Gods word, and:can have no Þ: 
may.we (ay; God hark 


rs.. Then 
\powred his 
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Luke8,% that there wameth nothing bur eares to heare. We 
muſt have cares in our hearts to-let ir-ſinke. in, 
But, O-men, thrice unhappy:, and-chjldren of 
greater damnation, if we harden our hearts, and 
2 Cor:s, 1 receiveſurh abundance of grace inwaine.!' The earth 
Hebi6.®, (ſaith Saint Pars) which after the raine ( of Gods 
grace) bringeth forth tharnes and briers, t reproved, 

. 1nd 15 nigh unto curfing whoſe end is to be burned. 
, * Would-Godall thatbein the Court, thatwill 
: not vouchſafe, having ſo many godly-Sermons, 


| heare them, - would remember -whar a : heay 
ſtroke of Gods vengeance hangerh over all their 
heads that contemne his word : :and: over. thoſe 
© in all places, which had rather be idle, and many 
_ times ungodly occupied in wanton and wicked 
paſtimes, than come to the Church, Propnantng 
the Sabbath day, appointed for the ſervice & 
. "God,andthe hearing of hisword,:beſtowing .it 
more wickedly than many -of-the Gemtiles. Yet 
if they would come to the Sermons,though their 
hearts were not well diſpoſed; Gods word mighe 
 winne them, ' as Saint por = abr yur 


_ :onely to heare his ſweete:voice and cloquence. 

-O that they :khew what diſhonour they did to 
7. - Chriſt, that efteeme him 'ſo light, to preferre 
be vaine, nay Lſay, wicked things tothe hearing of 


nebr16ing: faith, which tread ander foote the Sonpe of God;comnt 
1 theblendef bir Trſtemims, wherein hy was fantbified 


= 
— 


— _ 


| fer forth mito us, and have fuch opportunitie, 


. to come forth ofthe Hall into the- Chappell, to : 


| y 
the preaching of Saint Ambroſe, when hee came 


his holy word. Are net theſe they,as Saint Pavl 
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lanka (ob ef; the ſfpir. 9 — 
OLore anne refer | _ - = 
inothis unthankfulneſſe 2: Cercainely* Ft - _—_ 
i Ninkeal other wickedneſſe com aredrothis''s — — 
| - ſhadowed and hemativo be lets, - 
| I wau{dto God wee would remember many 
| Ber plagues and tokens of Gods extreme” | 
wrath, that came by parks Tewes,. when firſt un-- _ __ 
thankful y they had tejeted Chriſt; -and-after: "op 
his mod when they were. defiroyed by Titw © 2 
and gf 1-9 ſuck a plague as never came 1 upon 
any other Country. And looke on ther vices ; | | 
there reigned avarice, ambition, pride,exrorrion, —_ _-_ 
envie, adultery; : burtheſe reigned-al>'.in other : _ 
Countries about, where no ſuch ce did: At 
(| light: burthen did God thus exerciſe his wrarh- 
| ; uponthem to the terrourof all other, for con-*+ - 
| temprofhis-holy word, and for. their unchank- - ._ ©. 
; fulaeſſe ;\_ which being called ſo: many wayes. 2:5 - - _ 
! by his Prophets, by himſelfe, by the Apoltles,: | - 


as 
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fill hardened their hearts. This exceeded all o- 

ther wickednefſc inthewortd.- Now if. as great | 

| unthankfulneffe be found in many of us towards: 

Chriſt, and his Goſpel, ſer forth ſo'plainty unto.- 

us.z how canwewi our] peedy repentance, but. 
| looke for the terrible ſtroke of vengeance? ' God - 
(faith al. Max.) hath feete of wooll, hee commetb. PR = 
; fon) fo why tepuneſe = but hee hath hands of” yron, when hee: =” > _ \t- 
he ftriketh ſore. - af  ». 

| :" PhilipKing'of Macedomie, hearing one invtip King of Bo. 
his EEE which refuſed moſt - _— 

iS ICCOIVER Range, of —_ | before hee 
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Dan.7, 10. 


- Mat-30,!F, 
& 11, 24+ 


for aworthy puniſhment cauſed rope printediia” 
we confider, when we were ſtrangers rom God, - 
in the ſbipwrack of finoe, how maercifully Chrit - 
hath delivered us, and-borne wr finncs upon his: 


| body: Ifafter all this we moſtunthankfully re-- 


fuſe to reecive hitn,by refuling of his word,may 
we not qhinke our {elves worthy many hot: 

to print our umthankfulneſſe ta Qur ſhame? And 
undoubtedly ſo many as continue thus unthank-. 
full, cheugh it be nor written in their forcheads, 
to put them to, worldly thame; yer ſhall it be: 
graven.in their conſcience to their everlaſting: 
confuſion and damnation; hes the bookes of eve- 
ry mans conſcience jhall be laid open, as Daniel ſaith.” 
Their jadgementſhall be mare ſtrait than that of 
SedomeandGomorrhs, Which that we may avoid, . 
lctusall from rhe higheft to the: loweſt , pray. 
with one accord, that God may ſoften and. pre- 
pare our hearts with-meekneſie and humility, and. - 
thankfulneſſe ro embrace his Gaſpel,and his ho- 
ly word; which ſhall inſtruct us in his holy will, 
andrteach us to know his buſinefle- every. man.in 
his vocation, that (as Saint Paul{aith) Fvery man! 


bas give attendance ta theroſelaies,- and to the flacke, 
Tp 


ein the holy Ghoth hath made them Overſeers, ro 
feed the congregation of God, mhich he hath parchaſed. 
with his blond : that alk other 'ravengus Wolves 


- -may bee.turmed to. good Shepheards. So that 
_ Clviſt bis Miniſters may enjoy: the. portion abs . 
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ſigned forthe Goſpell, Thar all Magiſtrates and 
overnours wag their whole ſtudie to the 
wealc publicke, and not to their private wealth, 
Thar they may be maintainers of juſtice, and 
puniſhers of wrong: And thart all inferiours may 
livein due obedience, meekely,contenting them- 
ſelves every one intheir vocation, without mur- 
muring or grudging:Thatander Chriſt and our 
noble Prince his Miniſter here on earth, wee all- 
being knit together with Chriſtian charity, the 
bond of perfection, may ſo faſten our eyes upon 
our Lode-ſtarre, Gods word, that it may conti- 
nually be a lanterne to our feete, to guide our Pllkrg,rog 
journey through the deſert anddarke wilderneſſe 2 Pcr:1,r9 
of this world; That our eyes be never ſo blinded 
with ſhadowes of worldly things, to make us to- 
embrace falſe, deceitfull; and remporall felicity, 
for that which is true, ſtedfaſt and everlaſting : 
T har this lanterne, which ſhineth now, as Saint - 
Paul ſaith, Tanquam ſpeculum, As through a glaſſe, « corry,us, 
andin a darke ſp:aking, when that which i imperfect | 
(ball be taken away, tt may preſent us ts thas cleare 
light, which never i we with any darkneſſe : Tancr,u7 
"That we maybehold the bleſſed fight of the glo- | 
rious Trinity,the Father,the Son, 8: the holy 
, Ghoſt; to whom be all praiſe, all ho- 
nour and glory world with- 
out end, Amen, 
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= God ſave the King. 
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